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AUSTIN —

Today, Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush announced his request to the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for Harris County to receive a
direct allocation of $750 million for mitigation efforts.

“I have heard the overwhelming concerns of Harris County regarding the mitigation
funding competition,” said Commissioner Bush. “The federal government’s red

tape requirements and complex regulations are a hallmark of President Biden’s
administration. | am no stranger to standing with the people of Texas as we fight against
the federal government. As such, | have directed the GLO to work around the federal
government’s regulations and allocate $750 million for mitigation efforts in Harris
County.”

An amendment to the state action plan regarding the administration of Community
Development Block Grants for Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) in the State of Texas will be
submitted to HUD by the General Land Office to implement these changes. A final
mitigation competition will be held for the other 48 eligible counties at a later date.

Although Hurricane Harvey made landfall in August 2017 and Congress appropriated
these mitigation funds several months thereafter, the GLO’s hands were tied waiting for
HUD to publish the rules regulating the use of these funds until they were published in
a Federal Register notice, which did not happen until August 30, 2019 — two years after
the storm and 19 months after the appropriation. The scoring criterion required by HUD
to be included in the state action plan for distribution of the funds was approved by HUD
on March 27, 2020.
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